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SUBJECT: U.S.-GREEK DEFENSE COOPERATION DISCUSSIONS: FINAL STEPS 

REF: STATE 173705 

1 . JUDGING FROM REFTEL THERE IS APPARENTLY A MISUNDERSTANDING 
OVER WHY I CONSIDER IT IMPORTANT TO MAINTAIN THE INTEGRITY OF OUR 
SMALL THREE-MAN WORKING GROUP TEAM UNTIL THE DCA PACKAGE IS 
INITIALED ON JULY 28. IT IS NOT "MERELY TO CONFIRM PREVIOUSLY- 
AGREED TEXTS" BUT TO BE PREPARED TO COUNTER, ON THE SPOT, ANY 
LAST MINUTE EFFORT BY THE GREEKS TO REOPEN DEFENSE-RELATED 
POLICY, OPERATIONAL OR LEGAL ISSUES. (THE GREEKS HAVE CALLED FOR 
ANOTHER WORKING GROUP MEETING LATE TODAY AND, ALTHOUGH I HOPE TO 
AVOID IT, I CANNOT RULE OUT A SHORT-NOTICE FINAL MEETING TOMOR- 
ROW.) 

2. THE PROVEN ABILITY OF COLONELS MAJORS AND KEENAN IN DEALING 
FACE-TO-FACE WITH THE GREEKS IS THUS STILL NEEDED, AND I BELIEVE 
IT WOULD BE IMPRUDENT TO BREAK UP THIS WINNING TEAM IN THE 
ELEVENTH HOUR FOR THE SAKE OF A FEW DOLLARS IN TDY FUNDS. 
FURTHERMORE, FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL AND CEREMONIAL REASONS BOTH 
SHOULD BE PRESENT- ALONG WITH THEIR GREEK COUNTERPARTS-DURING 
THE FORMAL INITIALING SESSION. 
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3. 1 DO NOT INTEND TO HOLD MAJORS OR KEENAN ANY LONGER THAN I 
CONSIDER ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. KEENAN WILL DEPART FOR WASHINGTON 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER INITIALING, HOPEFULLY THE SAME AFTERNOON. 

MAJORS, AT REQUEST OF DEPUTY CINCEUR GENERAL HUYSER, WILL STOP 
AT HQ EUCOM TO BRIEF HIM ON OUTCOME OF NEGOTIATIONS; HE EXPECTS 
TO ARRIVE WASHINGTON ON SATURDAY, JULY 30. 
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